TEACHERS® NOTES

Rimed ot primary school pupils, the activities in this study guide are intended as
starting points for @ cross-curriculer project on the fitm The Little Vampire.
Many curriculum areos ore covered aithaugh the focus is on English and Literacy.

The activities in this guide seek te complement and extend the pleasure the children
wil derive from o visit to the cinemo - afthough 1t is not necessary to see the film to
carry out mony of the activities. Each worksheet aims to give children an insight into
The Little vampire, whilst at the some time meeting some of the requirements of the
Ngtional Curricutum and Scottish Guidelines. The photocopiable worksheets are for use
in the classroom or can be used as o reference for teacher-ied questions ond tosks,
The tasks are differentioted by outcome, but tecchers moy wish to adopt them if
necessory. Further worksheets on the film can be found an Fitm Education’s website -
www. filmeducation.org including on exclusive interview with the cuthor of the
original The Little Yompirg novels - Angela Semmer-Bodenburg.

Te assist plenning and record keeping, the toble provided on the inside back cover
cutlines how sach activity fits into the Notional Curriculum and Scottish Guidelines.

FILM S YNOPS1S

Nine-year-old Tony Thompson {(played by lonathan Lipnicki - star of Stuart Little)
arrives from Californio with his mum and ded to set up house in o remote corner of
scotlend. Being the new kid in town is never easy, but Tony's obsession with vampires
ensures thot he is bullied ot school and misunderstood by his otherwise loving porents.
One night a {one bet flies through Tony's window and transforms into o vampire boy,
fludolph. The two become fast friends and Rudolph enlists Tony's help to change s
family back into mortals end lift the curse of being @ vampire forever. But first they
must scupper the evi plans of the Yompire Hunter ond solve the mystery of the amulet
which Tony has seen in his dreoms and 15 the key to stopping the curse.

pirectaor: Ul Edel
tertificate: U
Running time: 95 minutes
Seotland release dote: 13th October 2000
Followed by general UK release: 20th October 2000
Website address: www_thelittlevampire.co.uk

wiewiimeduzationorg
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WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT VAMPIRES?

There ore moany myths ond stories ‘F|n:|ﬁnli| araund about vampires.

Thiew ealy coms oul at wight

They wear old-loakloned clathing. Including o cloak

Thisy tars immorial cragtures

Here are some other creatures of u.r'thltnl stotus:

the ochominable snowman, mermolds, werewalves,
drogons, cyclops, fairies

Choose one of 1bese creatures and write down what e knew aboeat tham oa tha
charoeter prodlle shaeat on poge T. How would you portroy them oo Gln -os o
goadis or as a baddi=?

Wit do you ke choud wempires®
Fill in the chort below which bas been atarisd for you o i )
"



WHAT TYPE OF FILM 15 IT?

Genre is the term used to describe the type of fila thok you ore watching.
Films are clossified into different types or genres according to certain
ingredients such os setting (where the story tokes place), choracters (the
people in the story) ond events (what happens in the story)d. This helps us to
know what to espect from stories. For exomple, if it is o romonce we know
there will be lots of kissing!

pifferent genres could include the fallewing:

a spoce movie {g.g. $tar Wars)
o musical (where the octors sing songs @.9. Heroules)
o comedy (full of scenes thot moke you laugh e.g. $twort Little)

P
TASK | Meacloss, con you think of ather genres
1 4 ortypes of film? Welie these down on the

elens board
mlE—
r.l-l.
TASK | What type ol {kle do you think The Lire
T 4 Vompire a7 [ may be meoe than ona.|

What is it aboat The Litthe Yampire that
i | loern us o chasaify b as ibis type ol
geae (or gentesi? For example, i @ litm
ware 1o b sl in sapace, we would expect
the characters 1o inchisle aliens and
astragaula, Talk about this as o cless of
i groups. Think aboul the Ballowing:

pafiings chomocters  lighling  sound offects  mushe

TASK | 'Write down the ingredients of the film The Little Vempise in the chan on page 3
3 % Thisk af ather Hims that you bave seen recontly and try to elassily these alsa,

EXTENSION TASHK
Using 1k baate plot cutlined hore, how TR tes el Tho clsngcter B wa
weald you um this inde @ siesy from

wach type ol gonre eg. romanos, @ spese
resvia) using all af the alamenis oullined et A s et back
cheve - chmociens, sottings. masic sic? ;

M

chamcinr B iakes o oot fready e
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GOODIES AND BADDIES

In every story we need o range of chaoracters - some will be good, some

will be bad and some will be a bit of bothl

In the film The Little vampice, it s the
vampires themselves {olong with Tony, our
hera) that are the good guys - the ones
we are cheering for. The Vampire Hunter,
Rockery, is one of the bad guys.

Yompires are normally seen a5 fearsome
creatures of the night but in this film we ses that
they hove feelings too, They do not really wont to

bite people if they con help it!

As a group or chees, talk about the main
echErecters in the film (namas ahown on
the righil.

How are we supposed o lesl aboul thee?

What wards of ediectives would you
ase io describe them?

Put yoursalf in the helsaat] Got bnta
groupe of aight o leas. Cuot cut the
names of all the characters in the EHim
shawn an the right ond pul them ina
koo (fou mery wani te add names ol
oikar chareeiers from ibe film.) In harm,
drow a name oul of the box end sif in the
halssel - this meons that you have &
pratond that you are this person. Tha
eAkir people inthe group can ask you
quastions to fAnd eut why you behoved in
b Wy wou did in the Blm and what pou
plan 1o do mext!

CrpEta @ chamacier profile of the persan
you chose. This could be a simple prokile
an ghown on page 7 o, i youo are
Rockery or oae af the vamplres, o
wanled postorlf] Hemember 1o inelisdi
information o6 the oppearonce and
parscnakity of this chearacier,
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CHARACTER PROFILE SHEET

NAME:

AGE:

APPEARANCE:
(What they look like)

PERSONALITY:
(How they behave)

LIKES:

DISLIKES:

wwwfilmeducation.org




ON LOCATION

Tany maves to Scotlend from
San Diego, Califernia in the
United Stotes of Amenca.
Filming toak ploce in various
logcations around Edinburgh,
scotland and in studic sets
in Germany,

TASK Try and Hed the [allowing
1% pleces on a map:

Try and find cot more about the
following buildings:

Curloss, File Donnymar] Caslla
Edinburgh Hewliston House, Edinburgh
Coachsbornpath Dalmony House, Edinburgh
Eaxl Lothian Dundas Casile. Edinburgh
Califsrnia Goslord House, Easl Lothian
Cormany

THE LITTLE VA MPIRE SFEQUEL

Imagine that the film makers would like to film o sequel to the film called
The Little Vompire Moves 0n. They hove decided that the perfect location
would be your local area!

They need to find the following buildings and locations:
o cemetery
o costle or stotely hame
o rallway station
O Museum
o lake or river

In groups, brainstorm the buildings and lecations i your area that would be sulioble
1o b imcloded in this pow (ilm. Write o repor on the buildings and leootions you
have chosen for the film makers describing them and including o picture.
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THE NEW KID IN TOWN!

Tany moves to Scotland from Americo, He is bullied by two boys ot his
school, Nigel ond Flint McAshton, becauie they think his Americon occent 15
"weird' and becouse they feel that this makes him different. Tony becomes
very unhappy and lonaly. This is why Tony is so hoppy o meet Rudalph - the
vampire - becouse now he hos o friend to talk ta.

In cirche time. balk about bs issues ihat the Him brings op. Think bock bo the scens
where Higel and Flint push Tony to the floos in the scheal playground and empty bis
achoo] bag.

How do the ciher children bahave?

Why are Nigel and Flint behaving this way?

How must Tony be beeling?

What do you think should be done about the sitfesiien?

As a group o class, telk about how you would greet o new perfian inte
your closs.

Have you had to move to 6 new area and schoal? How did you feel and haw
did athers treat youT

Write aboul eithes being the new parson at school or how you would waleome a new
parsan inio your class. You could chaces o de this In g numbaer of ways - aither as o
momombered oocount, as a dicry entry of os o slory.



CURRICULUM PLANNING SHEET

WHAT DO WE KNOW
ABOUT VAMPIRES?

'WHAT TYPE OF FILM IS IT?

GOODIES AND BADDIES

ON LOCATION

THE NEW KID IN TOWN!

THE LITTLE VAMFIRE COMPETITION

NATIONAL CURRICULUM

EN2
EN3
NLS
NLS

EN1
ENZ2
EN3
NLS

EN1
EN3
NLS
NLS
NLS

NLS

EN1
EN2
NLS

KS2 dc
KS2 9a
Text Level Y3, T2, 8

Text Level Y4, T1, 11

K52 3a-d
K52 2, 4c

K52 1, 9a, 12
Text Level Y4, T2, 3, 8, 10

KS22,3, 4
KS21,7,9a

Text Level Y3, T2, 3, 8
Text Level ¥3, T3, 5
Text Level ¥4,T1,2, 11

Text Level ¥5,T1, 3

KS23
K523
Text Level ¥3,T1, 1

GEOGRAPHY KS2 1a,b, 2, 3a< 6a, 7a

EN1
NLS

PSHE

EN3

KS2 3, 9o

Text Level ¥4,73,1,8 11

KS21a, b, 2c,d, 4a, 5

KS21,2,9a b, 12

SCOTTISH GUIDELINES

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE

DRAMA

DRAMA

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

UNDERSTANDING PEOPLE

AND PLACE

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL

DEVELOPMENT

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Reading - for information

Writing - functional

Listening - awareness ol genre
Reading - awareness of genre

Writing - imaginative

Listening - in groups

Talking - about texts

Writing - functional

Writing - knowledge aboul
language

Observing, listening, reflecting,
describing and reparting
Creating and designing

Reading - for information

Writing - functional

Aspects of the physical and built
envirenment

Making and using maps

Listening - in groups
Talking - aboul experiences,
fealings and opinions

Writing - personal/imaginative

Self sersonal

LB+
LB+

LD+
LD+
LB+

LB+

LB+

LB+

LB+

LB+

LB+

LB+

LB+

LB+

LB+

ips

Writing - personalimaginative

LE+

www filmeducation.org




