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‘TEACHERS’ NOTES-
Mimad af Mursery schools and infant schools, Key Stoga |1 Pages 2-12 aie workshests which can be phalocopsad of uss in

feochers and their pupids, e oclivities in his stedy guide are the classropm, or used as o reference for leacher-led queshions
inbencied 0% shorting poinks kv O CIOSS-CUMCUlr project on B ond fosks. The losks ore difierenSiofed by oulcoms, but lenchers
film Thamas ond Ma Mogic Raitraod. Many curficulum oreds ane  may wish (o adogl thim 08 nacessgny

covered although the focus s on Lilerocy and Ar.

On poge 5 there is o competilion, closing date 14 July 2000,
The oclivwies seek fo complement and exiend he pleasun fe wiih ferms and conditions,
children will dadva om o visil lo the cinema - aShough it s nol

necsssany o sea the film o canmy oul tha aclvilies. Each To assisl planning, e i g cumiculum gfid on thi insade bock
worksheet oims ko give children an insight into Thomaos and ihe cover which cutlines how each aclivity Tits inlo Bw Notiona!
Mogic Rotirpod, whilst of the some fime meefing some of e Curticulum and Scalfish Guadslmes,

requirements of e Notional Curriculum and Scolish Guidalines.

- FILM SYNOPSIS -
Thomas and fe Mage Rairood bings one of he woild's mos! beloved imaginony chasockers & Iha Senisn in 0 Sony thal coplunes ha
fhvills, comedy, poignancy and wiswal wit of his wordd 05 never befoe.

For a5 long 05 anyons con remembar, he Eland of Sodor, land of talking frains, hos Desn o realm of Mogic ond iNnNoCence. Now
mough Thomaos the Tank Engine and his fiends on the Mogic Rolrood ore baing threalened by diesel engines (ke the surly Diesel 10.
Even the magicel Mr Conductor (Alec Baidwin, who has abways fravelled behween the train workd and the hurnan warld of Shining Time
Siohion, is losing his powers ond sparkde

in e rmiddie of his crsis, Liky (Moo 'Wilson), a resourceiul teehe-yaor-old, masts op with Mr Conducion on el way 1o visil her Knely
Grandiglhar Bumett Slone (Peler Fonda). With a hos? of whimsical, wilty and wisa chanociers, They embark on on adveniure on e
skand of Sodor with Thomos e Tonk Enging o pressne ol wonderful world that axisls just beyond the limits of the imagindation
Brove Thomas reminds fhsm ofl thot gven Mg engines con do big Mings.

Writlen, directed ond produced by Britt Alicroft and produced by Phil Fehrie, Thomas and fha Mogic Roirood is execufive produced by
Charkes Falzon of Gullons Piciures ond Seve Siatder, Brent Boum ond Bary London of Desfination Films.

Thormas and e Mogic Rarirood will be released ooross the country 14 July 2000 by lcon Film Disiribution, S0 if's oll oboard for
Thomas - make frackes & 1ha cinema Fis summer

Ditocior  Brirt Aol LW relense daote: 14 July 2000 Cadtificohe: U Furmning fime: 79 minutes
[HETRIBUTED BY: 1CON FILM DISTRIBUTION




TIPS NG THOMAS AND
THE MAGIC RAILROAD IN THE CLASSROOM

You will find that the children already have o good visual literacy and using Thomas and ihe Magic Railrood
in the clossroom will spark lots of discussion,

* Bring in sansory cues ko get atlention - perhaps o model of Thomas of a selection of the books.
Encouroge the children o bring in any Thomas maleriols they may have af home (books, videas or loys).

* Try 1o recreole o sensory “piclure’ of the film in the clossioom - wsing pichures of mountains io represent fhose
which surround Shining Time and a piclure of a stakion to represent the Island of Sodor - or bring in Iain
tickets and limedobles. You could even brng in o pair of sunglossas and o handful of sond to represent Junior
- who plays Mr Conductor's beach bum cousin. Gold glitier could be used for Mr Conductor's magic dust.

* Ask the children fo kil their favounte Thomaos e Tonk Engine slory - or act it out in drama.

* Procfice making froin whistiing noises using musical insfruments.

* Every fime you are about fo do an octivity from the Thomas and e Magic Ratiroad shudy guide, you could
gifher make o froin whisfling noise or shout "All aboard™ or hold up a model of Thomas o get the children's
aftention ond drow them inlo the octivity.

* Tolk about fhe choroclers ond siory before oflempling any octivilies. Ask the children to kalk about hair
sxperiences of Thomas as much o5 possible,

* Repeal he key elements of the slory o5 much as possible using the synopsis

* [isploy chorocker maps with the children’s input fo reinforce the different chorocter elements and interochions
which moke wp the slonies.

* Moks o Thomas and the Magic Roilrood colloge for display. Infroduce children fo the concept ol film language
and how fhe film odaplation will be diffierent fo the books. The film s saf in Amenco with American choraclers
and occents. Thomos and friends ook the same as In the felevision seres, but his is a whole new odveniure
for him - whare ha meals some brond new friends and enemies. The film also mixes stop-motion animation
with live oction which is a first for Thomas

* Exploin thot films are o different fype of stonylelling expenence. Films use dialogue, moving imoges, special
efiects and sound eflects io fell the story, ond insteod of being writien by an aushor, the slory is lold through the
comera lens, S0 in eflect, we see whot the comern sees.

* Encouroge the children fo falk obout fhe lost ime fhey visied fhe cinema. What was it Iike? Lowd, scary, fun?
Did they have popcorm of sweels? What was the best bif of the film they sow ond what was the worst? How is
going ko fhe cinema diflerent to wolching lelevision?

* Ask Ihe children what hey think the film Thomas and the Mogéc Rofirood will be like. What do ey think will
happen? How do they think it will end?

* After the children hove soan the film ask them o write reviews.



« MEET THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE AND HIS FRIENDS

Iif you know Thomas the Tonk Engine, o cheerful and cheeky blue engine and
our number one hero, and his Friends, you will probably know Mr Conducior oo,

MR CONDUCTOR
Assistont fo Sir Tophom Hali, the Head of the islond of Sodor Railway

Mr Conducter is a magical man who lives in the Shining Time Shation house walls
and who comes under threal whan he runs out of his magical dusl.

You might know Thomas' Friends:

How many friends does Thomas have?

Describe what you know about Thomas o
and his friends to a classmate.

Toke it in tums to speak. Draw your favourile friend *

and wrife o sentence about why thot character is your fumurife.*

TASK




* MEET THOMAS’ FRIENDS FROM SHINING TIME STATION *©

HERE ARE SOME NEW FRIENDS FOR THOMAS:

STACEY JONES
Shining Time's friendly and relioble station master.

BILLY TWOFEATHERS
Shining Time's hordworking Notive American engineer
whose family has lived in the valley for generations.

What do you think o “station master’ does? TASK
How could you find out?
Why do you think Billy is called Billy Twofeathers?
What does an engineer do?
Draw a picture of yourself as either o stofion master or an engineer.




s

LY

Cur young heroine. 5he
s @ cily kid of Ihe new
millennium with her own
style who goas fo visit
her lonely grandfather
and finds hersalf on o
wonderful journey.

~ AND m MAGIC nmm

Thesa characters ore Thomos” newest friends and they appear in the film Thomos and the Magic Radroad.

PATCH

BURNETT STONE

A Thireen-year-old boy
from Mutihe Mouniain
whiosa love and
knowledge of the Indion
Valley helps to bang this
shory 1o its happy
conciusion

TASK

How can
you fell
from the pictures
which are the
goodies and which are
the boddies?

Drow 0 waonted poster
for the baddies
in tha film.

Lilys grondfofher and o
fonmer fMilroad engimeer,
whi Overcomes sodness
whan he halps save

Mr Conductor and the mogic
of the spaciol universe of the
Indion Violley, ond gets 10
kncay Lily agaim.

DIESEL 10

A noughty diesel angine on
the Island of Sodor who is
10 cut of 10 for strength
and bod behaviour and oul
ko destroy the hamiony ol
Sir Tophom Hatt's Roitway

MuTT

MR CONDUCTOR JURIOR

Mr Conducior's edomble
beach bum cousin, who
lsarms that Mene is mofe i
life han caiching woves

A veny spacial golden engine,
who holds The sacret 1o
e Magic [ailrood

SPLATTER AND DODGE

A s::ru"h.r dog with @ HEIE‘H
sith sanse

Digsel 10 silly SI0eRCES.



To do this, fhe people who mode the film Thomas and the Magic Roilrood used something caolled ‘compuler-
genergted imoges’ (CGI). This is where people use compulers fo moke piclures move on screen.

L i I What other films have you seen which use

computer-generated imaoges?

Write down what you would say to Thomaos
if you were in a film with him. *




= THE ISLAND OF SODOR -

Thomas and his friends live and work on the Island of Sodor. The Islond is made up of lots of different tings:

WHAT DO THEY MEAN?
JURRER R R R nnnnnnnee
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A slasion
Maounimins

Turnals

A QuaeTy
Fialds

A SCropypand
An girfieid
A cosiia
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* Write down what each of the words above mean. TASK
« Draw on imaginary map of the Island of Sodor
making sure that you include all the things on the list,
* Do you have any of these things near you?
* Look on a map of your local area to find out.
« Would your local area maoke o good sefting for o
Thomas the Tank Engine film? Why?




* SHINING TIME STATION AND THE MAGIC RAILROAD OF I.Iﬂ_ﬂ'l'. :i.-

Shining Time Siation is a magic stotion which connects the Island of Sodor 1o the “real’ world

* Find out from looking in books or on the infernet
whot real railroods are made of.

» What do you think a “railroad of light” looks like?

 Drow Thomas fravelling on his Magic Railroad.

« How do you think they made the ‘railroad of light” in the film?

= What malerials do you think ihey used?
* Drow a diagram of how you think they built the railroad ond label it.

« After you have seen the film, was the Magic Railrood what you expected?

Cut oul the ngin ficket below and ploy ot being Mr Conducor

/ D
In groups, lake it in furns fo be
1st Class return passengers, lrain drivers and
flicket collectors.
R What do ficket collectors say
From: Shining Time lo passengers?
Tex:

Describe what a train driver does
on a typicol joumey? *

- i

%



*GOLD DUST TRAVEL*

In Thomas and e Magic Railroad, Mr Conduchor is able to frowel batweoen
Sodar Islond and Shining Time Stafion by using some magic gold dust

| Mr Conductor =

A s If you had some magic gold dust,
T K where would you go 1o?

Draw a picture showing you sprinkling your gold dust
and then fravelling to your magic place.
write a slory about your journey.




* BEING REALLY USEFUL °

Thomas and his friends are all very good af being “really usetul”. They work togefher to solve
problems. Have you ever worked with friends fo solve problems?
Make up a play showing how you resolved the problem

|
How can you be really useful?
TASE( Fill in the timetable below outlining how you

can be really useful throughout the day.
For example, after breakfast, you could clear up your plates.

TIME OF DAY BEING REALLY USEFUL

Breakfast

Going to school
Morning lessons
Lunchlime
Afternoon lessons

Home fime
Teatime
Bedtime

AR RRRR RN RN RRHNRANRERY




» THE HISTORY OF THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE -«

The first Thomas the Tank Engine stories ware tald by a man called Reverand Wilber Awdry.

Wilbert loved trains and railways. He started fo fell frgin stories in 1940, when his son was ill in bed. To

make his son leel befler, he mode up o story of a litle old engine who was sod. He

nomed the engine Edward. So 'Edword’s Doy Out” became the first Tank Engine story

lo be writlien down. In 1946, he wrole mony train stories obout olher engines - one of

= - thém caolled Thomaos. He even made up an imoginary iskand
s ssssssmie | for all the trains 1o live on called the Istond of Sodor.

In 1984, Britt Alicrofl, a stonfaller and film maoker wos 50
fond of the Thomas the Tonk Engine books thot she mode o
lelevision series about Thomas and his fends which was
very populaor

_ _ Britt Allcroft
Millions of fomilies across the world like o wolch the

adventures of Thomas and his friends. People liked them s0 much, thaf in 1998 Brilt
Alicroft cecided to make a film featuring Thomas and his friends. That film is called
Thomas and he Magic Roirood,

Make up o Thomas the Tank Engine
time line bosed on the information
outlined above.
Here is an example of a time line of a typical five-year-old's life:

il
f—-
[-2]
F--]
-

| fedl off
my bike

I hiod fun working of
school on Thomas andl
the Magic Rairood

Thomas the Tonk Engine and fhe ofher really useiul engines are 5o popubar hat you con now vist il size
versions of the enginés all oround the country. You con ride Thomas af UK Heritoge Roilways and you can see he
coshumes usad for the film af e London Tronspod Musaum,



NATIONAL CURRICULUM PLANNING GRID (KEY STAGE 1)

PAGE NATIONAL CURRICULUM SCOTTISH GUIDELINES (LEVEL A)
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8 STEAM AMD WHISTLES | Science - Foioes and maglon Scince - Undersionding erengy and lones, lones
ol e elects.
(-] COMPUTERS AND infrmation Communicabion Technology - Talk about Infpmmcfion Techrology - Undessionding ond using
THOMAS AMD THE By woseess ol ICT cudsaci sehool, finding things oul Informafion Communicolion Technalogy
MABIC RAILROAD Lismoy - Wiihing composion (Tisf k) Engiisn Longuiogs - Parsdndl wiiling ond
TN ive whifing
7 THE ISLAND OF Geogpapty - Geogrophical enguiny ond skils Sociol Subjecs - Undersionding Peopie and Ploce
SODOR Kncwledi and undersionding of ploces Aspocts of B physodl 9nd buil emarcamenl
Mitkirg and using mags
B Hﬂlrﬂ]'lﬂml SCENCE - WS ond Medr piopeTes Soienos - Undersionding o ond Spock; Malenols
AND THE MAGIC A ard dasign - Exploning ond devalopng ideas. from ecrity
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FANLROAD OF LEGHT

Diesign Technology - Developing, plorring ond
commumnicoiing deos

At ond design - Exgressing foalings, i3s, oughts
o SolUons.

GOLD DUST TRAVEL At ond casign - Exploning ord developing idecs. Art and design - Expressing leings, ideas, foughis
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BEING REALLY USEFIRL | Lilerory - Non-fichion wailing compasition. English Longuage - Funcional and personal weiling.
Parsonal, Saciol and Health Edacohion ond Citizership Resbgecnrs: o Wiongd Eciuconion - Persongl seond,
- Preporing fo play an octive sole 0s cilizens Relaficnehips and Mondl Yolues
THE HISTORYT OF Heslory - Knowiadge ond unoersionding of svents, Sockl Subjects - Undersionding Peogie in i Posl
THOMAS THE TAMK pople, ond changss in Ma pesl crgoniscfion ond derveloping on undarsonding of fime ond hisloncos
EMGINE CIHTITLNSCRON SR
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