
Directed by:   	 David	Bowers

Certificate:      U		(contains	mild	rude	humour	and	very	mild	language)

Running time:  99	mins
	
Release date: 	 27	May	2011

Synopsis:
		
Greg	Heffley,	the	kid	who	made	‘wimpy’	cool	is	back	in	an	all-new	family	comedy	based	
on	the	best-selling	follow-up	novel	by	Jeff	Kinney.	As	he	begins	seventh	grade,	Greg	and	
his	older	brother	–	and	chief	tormentor	–	Rodrick	must	deal	with	their	parents’	misguided	
attempts	to	have	them	bond.

The activities in these Study Notes address aspects of the curriculum for Literacy 
and PSHE for pupils aged 5–11.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid 2: Rodrick Rules
Study Notes
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Before seeing the film

1. Wimpy	Kid	Greg	Heffley	has	to	endure	many	embarrassing	moments	during	this	film.	
In	groups,	discuss	your	most	embarrassing	moments.	Choose	 the	 funniest	 (keep	 it	
clean!)	and	storyboard	it	as	if	it	were	going	to	be	featured	in	a	Wimpy	Kid	film.

2. Greg	has	two	brothers:	a	little	brother	called	Manny	and	an	older	brother	called	Rodrick.	
He	gets	frustrated	with	both	of	them.	What	advice	would	you	give	him	about	learning	
to	get	on	with	his	brothers?	Imagine	that	you	are	an	agony	aunt	or	uncle,	and	that	Greg	
has	written	to	you	complaining	about	his	two	brothers.	Write	a	letter	of	advice	back	to	
him.

3. Carry	out	a	survey	in	your	class	to	find	out	who	has	seen	the	Wimpy Kid	films	or	read	
the	books.	Those	who	know	about	the	Wimpy Kid	should	get	together	to	present	a	
three	minute	overview	of	the	who,	what,	where,	why,	when	and	how	of	the	Wimpy Kid	
world!

After seeing the film
1. As	a	class,	discuss	the	film.	Divide	yourselves	into	two	groups:	those	who	have	seen	

both	Wimpy	 Kid	 films,	 and	 those	 who	 have	 only	 seen	 the	 sequel.	 Thinking	 about	
character	development,	decide	on	the	answer	to	this	question:	‘Do	you	need	to	have	
seen	the	first	‘Wimpy Kid’	film	to	enjoy	the	second?’	Now	try	this	for	those	who	have	
read	the	books,	and	those	who	have	only	seen	the	film(s):	do	you	need	to	have	read	
the	Wimpy	Kid	books	to	understand	and	enjoy	the	film?

2. Rodrick	gives	Greg	his	guide	‘for	an	easy	life’.	Add	three	of	your	own	rules	to	his!
3. Greg	and	his	 friend	Rowley	make	a	music	video	 together	 in	Greg’s	bedroom.	Plan,	

storyboard	 and	 create	 your	 own	music	 video	with	 your	 friend.	 Think	 of	 quirky	 and	
funny	camera	angles	 that	will	make	your	music	video	stand	out.	Show	the	finished	
product	to	your	school	friends	and	ask	for	their	critical	evaluation	–	what	worked?	How	
could	it	be	improved?

Written by Julie Green
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