==_"= THE WINE

AFTER THE BORDER TOWNS, TEHRAN

BECAME THE BOMBERS' MAIN TARGET.
TOGETHER WITH THE OTHER PEOPLE IN QUR
BUILDING, WE TURNED THE BASEMENT INTO
A SHELTER. EVERY TIME THE SIREN RANG
OUT, EVERYONE WOULD RUN DOWNSTAIRS..

PUT YOUR CIGARETTE OUT. THEY SAY THAT THE GLOW OF
A CIGARETTE IS THE EASIEST THING TO SEE FROM THE SKY
BUT WE'RE IN THE BASEMENT HERE!
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IT WASN'T TUST THE BASEMENTS, THE INTERIORS OF HOMES ALSO
’ ACROSS THE STREET. THEY'RE
CHANGED. BUT IT WASN'T ONLY BECAUSE OF THE IRAQI PLANES. TOTALLY DEVOTED T0 THE NEW

REGIME. A GLIMPSE OF WHAT GOES
) ON IN OUR HOUSE WOULD BE ENOUGH
FOR THEM TO DENOUNCE US!
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MOM, WHAT'RE YOU DOING?

THE MASKING TAPE IS TO PROTECT
AGAINST FLYING GLASS DURING A
BOMBING AND THE BLACK CURTAINS ARE

TO PROTECT US FROM OUR. NEIGHBORS . \
) /
/
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THE 0THER NIGHT, TWO0 GUARDIANS

TINOOSH, YEAH, OF THE REVOLUTION PATROLS PAID THEM SOMEONE TOLD US
TINOOSH'S WHAT ABOUT HIM?) A VISIT. H YOU WERE PLANNING

A PARTY. YOU KNOW
THAT IT’S STRICTLY
FORBIDDEN!

DAD?

...THEY FOUND RECORDS AND VIDEO- ..IT EARNED HIM SEVENTY- r
CASSETTES AT THEIR PLACE. A DECK FIVE LASHES. HIS WIFE CRIED SO MUCH
OF CARDS, A CHESS SET. IN OTHER THAT THEY FINALLY LET

WORDS, EVERYTHING THAT’S BANNED. HER OFF WITH A HEFTY
FINE. BUT HE CAN'T WALK

ANYMORE...NOW YOU SEE

WHY I’'M PUTTING UP

THE CURTAINS. WITH

THE PARTIES WE HAVE

ON THURSDAYS AND THE

CARD GAMES ON MONDAYS,
| WE HAVE TO BE CAREFUL.

GET YOUR ASS
IN THE CAR. MOVE!

\
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RUTIN
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IN SPITE OF ALL THE DANGERS, THE PARTIES WENT ON. "WITHOUT THEM IT WOULDN'T BE

PSYCHOLOGICALLY BEARABLE,” SOME SAID. “WITHOUT PARTIES, WE MIGHT AS WELL TUST BURY OURSELVES
NOW," ADDED THE OTHERS. MY UNCLE INVITED US TO HIS HOUSE TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF MY COUSIN.
EVERYONE WAS THERE. EVEN GRANDMA WAS DANCING.

DAMN '
POWER OUTAGE'!

BE CAREFUL

WRERE Yov
STep!!!

DON’T WORRY ABOUT IT!
ILL GO GET THE ZARB.

A ZARB IS A KIND OF DRUM. MY FATHER
PLAYED IT VERY WELL. LIKE A PRO.

WE HAD EVERVYTHING. WELL,
EVERYTHING THAT WAS FORBIDDEN.
EVEN ALCOHOL, GALLONS OF IT.
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MY UNCLE WAS THE VINTNER.
HE HAD BUILT A GENUINE WINE-
MAKING LAB IN HIS BASEMENT.

MRS, NASRINE, WHO WAS ALSO
HIS CLEANING LADY, CRUSHED
THE GRAPES.
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SUDDENLY, SIRENS STARTED TO WAlL... «4ND MY AUNT DID T00.

W IT'S ALRIGHT, STAY CALM!

Al Y o
e

=

| FOUND MYSELF WITH THE NEWBORN BABY WE
HAD BEEN CELEBRATING IN MY ARMS.

SINCE THAT DAY, I'VE HAD DOUBTS ABOUT THE
SO-CALLED “MATERNAL INSTINCT .#

10%



(== 2

AFTER THE ALERT, WE WENT HOME. \
SHE’S COMPLETELY NUTS! DID You [l MY POOR
SEE HOW SHE DROPPED THE BABY? [} BROTHER
THAT WAS PRETTY INCREDIBLE ! \ \ ‘
N ez
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ID, REGISTRATION AND
DRIVER'S LICENSE .
OPEN THE DOOR AND
GET 00T !
6 ' ‘
Y

| WON'T TAKE
THAT FROM YOU.
FOR TWENTY

YOU THINK I'M sTOPID P!,
| CAN TELL BY YOUR TIE! PIECE

OF WESTERNIZED TRASH! VEARS INE
WORKED FOR THIS
COUNTRY AND

YOU DARE TO TALK

TO ME LIKE THAT?
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YOU'RE LUCKY TO HAVE THIS
WOMAN FOR YOUR WIFE, OTHER-
WISE YOU'D ALREADY BE'IN HELL!

FORGIVE HIM. LISTEN, | COULD
BE YOUR MOTHER . HOW OLD
ARE YOU ? SIXTEEN ?...

MY DAUGHTER IS TWELVE...
FORGIVE HIM...

YOU SAY YOU HAVEN'T BEEN
DRINKING, WE'RE GOING TO
SEE WHAT YOU HAVE AT HOME .

THANKS,

GRANDMA MARTI! WHEN WE'RE THEY FOLLOWED US ALL THE WAY HOME.

HOME, GET OUT FIRST. I'LL TRY TO
STALL HIM. FLUSH ALL THE ALCOHOL
DOWN THE TOILET.

DON'T WORRY
DEAR. I'M USED

TO IT. WHEN YOUR
FATHER WAS ALINVE,
| WAS ALWAYS
HIDING HIS TRACTS.

MUST YOU REALLY WHERE DO

YOU TWO
THINK YOU'RE
GOING ?

COME UPSTAIRS?
OUR ELDERY NEIGHBOR
HAS A HEART CONDITION.
IF HE'S FRIGHTENED

BY THE NOISE, IT COULD
KILL HIM,
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| HAVE DIABETES, MY BOY. DIABETES, TUST LIKE MY MOTHER !

IF I DON'T DRINK A LITTLE SYRUP,

I'M GOING TO FAINT. 50 YOU UNDERSTAND
IT’S URGENT !

HURRY UP! | DON'T KNOW AND THE FINAL TOUCH. ’
HOW MUCH LONGER. YOUR \ C
FATHER CAN STALL THEM!

cuck

MY GOD \...I NEED

WHERE INDEED! THEIR FAITH
A PICK-ME-UP...

HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH
IDEOLOGY! A FEW BILLS
WERE ALL HE NEEDED
TO FORGET THE
WHOLE THING !
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