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DIRECTING – CLIP 25
THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM

Film is all about storytelling and it is the director’s job to ensure that all the filmic elements (mise en scène, sound, music etc.) are drawn together in order to best serve the development of the story being told.

This sequence from “The Bourne Ultimatum” is a story within the story. Jason Bourne has learnt that journalist Simon Ross is investigating his past and contacts him in order to find out his source. Ross has been investigating Operation Blackbriar (a CIA operation run by Noah Vosen).

In the sequence, the CIA are hunting down Ross. Unbeknownst to them Jason Bourne is also at Waterloo Station where Ross is headed. The sequence shows the CIA’s attempts to capture Ross whilst Bourne attempts to shelter him from his pursuers.

The sequence develops through the conflict between the CIA and Simon Ross. Running alongside this conflict is the one between Bourne and the CIA agents, snatch teams and the assassin as he tries to protect Ross.

Activity:

· Having viewed the extract, explain how the director intertwines the conflicts within the sequence.
· How does the editing drive along the different conflict?
· Describe the way in which the sequence is shot and how this helps builds up the tension.
· The action cuts between the CIA control room and the events in Waterloo Station. Given that we see all of the events taking place (including the arrival of the assassin) how does this place us in relation not only to the action but also in relation to the various characters? How does our knowing and seeing everything add to the tension?
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