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EDITING - Clip 22

HOT FUZZ

Top London policeman, Nicholas Angel is sent to a quiet country village as punishment for being too good. But the village is not all it seems! Numerous deaths lead Angel into a final showdown with the villagers in “God’s Country”.

The sequence is from the end of the film – the final shoot out between Angel, his sidekick Danny and the villagers.

Hot Fuzz is a comedic take not only on action films but also on British village detective television series. The sequence that you will be looking at contains visual elements of films such as Pulp Fiction, The Wild Bunch, Supercop, Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid and various Spaghetti Westerns.

This long sequence can be broken into a number of key scenes:
1. The confrontation outside the village.

2. In the police station

3. Angel’s arrival in the village – the scene with the school children.

4. The Introduction of the “villains” – the villagers.

5. Angel’s final arrival

6. Another sequence introducing the villagers.

7. Angel dismounts and walks into the village.

8. Final introduction of the villagers.

The sequence then moves into a series of confrontations/shoot outs with each of the villagers to which we have been introduced.

Activity 1:

Choose any one of the scenes outlined above. Describe the way in which the various shots have been edited together. What is the pace of the editing? Is it a collection of a variety of short shots or are there longer shots which ‘pause’ the action? What do the different shots focus on?

Activity 2:

In the police station sequence one could say that it is divided into two halves of different editing pacing. How do these two halves balance the development of the sequence?

Activity 3:

There are three sections which focus on the villagers. How is each one different in terms of the type of shots selected and the way in which they are edited together?

Activity 4:

Given the action shown in this sequence, how are we, as viewers of the sequence, given moments where we can pause before the action begins again?

Activity 5:

Choose five moments in the sequence which you think are typical of the ways in which action films are edited.
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