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EDITING – CLIP 23
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE

This sequence begins with an attack on a Muslim quarter of Mumbai. The mother of the two central characters – Jamal and Salim – is killed in the attack. The two boys rescue Latika from the massacre. In the aftermath, they take shelter in a container.

This action is intercut with scenes of the older Jamal being questioned in a police station and also appearing in “Who Wants To Be A Millionaire”.

Activity 1:

Look closely at the opening of this sequence. How does the editing develop the idea of the relationship between the two young boys and their mother?

Activity 2:

As the attack on the Muslim Quarter of Mumbai begins, how does the editor mix the personal story of the two boys and the sense of what is happening in the neighbourhood?

Activity 3:

As the two boys flee the scene of the death of their mother, how does the way that the subsequent scene edit together both what they see happening (i.e. from their point of view) as well as what we, as a viewer, see of what is happening overall?

Questions:
1. How does the editor create a sense of the chaos that is occurring in the riot?

2. Given the overall pace of the riot scenes, can you identify the moments where the editor allows us to pause before the fast paced action begins again? What is significant about these moments?

3. In editing this sequence together, how are we shown certain moments in the action which we don’t initially understand which then take on a significance later on in the action (i.e. the man who is set on fire)? How do these scenes, through the way that they are edited into the sequence, take on a different meaning?
4. What ideas/emotions are suggested by the editing between the final image of the mother lying dead in the pool and Jamal’s questioning in the police station? As we see people pass across our view of the pool, how does this give us a visual link to the next section of the sequence? How does the editor cut shots together to get us from the riot to Jamal giving the correct answers on “Who Wants To Be A Millionaire”?

5. In what ways does the film reproduce the visual representation of “Who Wants To Be A Millionaire”? And at the same time, how does the editing of these sequences show us the relationship of Jamal and the host?

[image: image1.jpg]rrrrrrrrrrr

thinking FILM

FILM LANGUAGE



[image: image2.jpg]& S
Lfllm\educatlonA





   


[image: image3.jpg]