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MISE EN SCÉNE – ACTING – CLIP 7
Ashley Walters on acting in Bullet Boy

We started with the gun. I don't think that scene was scripted but it was something we felt we needed to do in order to solve something else that had been in the movie. In this scene I'm in a bedroom doing something I shouldn't be doing, at any time anyone could come through the door and see what I'm doing, so obviously I don't want anyone to know and I'm adamant about getting it done. At that point I'm about to do something with the gun; a positive action rather than negative. So as much as I'm very calm and collected about what I'm doing, for the character it's a really strong thing for him to do. This is one of the points in the film where he rebels against the norm and what his friends want him to do. It's a really nice scene because to a certain extent you could look at the character and think he's a gun toting gangster but his whole attitude in this scene is about changing everything around him by getting rid of the gun. But if you haven't seen the rest of the film, you could also look at it and think he's going to kill someone. So I was neutral with it, in my face and my body language and I tried to make everything about the gun, not about Ricky or Ashley. 

I would say it took between 5 and 20 takes until we were happy with that scene. I probably would have taken the first shot, but Saul wanted to make sure he had everything he needed. We did try playing it in lots of different ways; being more frantic about it, more erratic, rushing it a bit more, but what we wanted in the end was what you can see here. A lot of scenes in the film, including this one, developed or grew out of us just thinking about things and we threw a lot of things in, a lot of the scenes, a lot of the dialogue is improvised and based on an idea about what we want to achieve in the scene and what the arc is and it wasn't scripted so whatever was said ended up being used. 
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