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SOUND – CLIP 10
RATCATCHER

The sequence that you will be watching is the opening of the film Ratcatcher. It will thus be setting up a number of narrative enigmas which will be resolved as the film develops. The film is set in Glasgow in 1973.

The first image that we see is almost abstract – although we soon learn that it is a boy, Ryan, who is playing in the curtains at home.
· Given that it is a rather abstract image, how do the sounds that we hear reflect this? How would you describe what you hear? How does the fact that the image is in slow motion relate to the sounds that we hear?

· How are we introduced into the real world of the film through the sounds that we hear?

· As the curtain unwinds, what background sound do we hear? Is this sound from inside the flat where this first action takes place? Where is it coming from?

· As Ryan looks out of the window, we hear his mother speaking. But what else do we hear? How does what we hear relate to what we see?

· Ryan and his mother leave their housing block. How does what we hear relate to some of the sounds that have previously appeared in the sequence?

· Ryan, having run away from his mother, pulls his jeans from out of his wellingtons. How has the sound designer stressed that this is an important moment of defiance?

· The next sequences cut between Ryan and his friend, James, “playing” by the canal and Ryan’s mother buying a pair of shoes. How does the sound differ between these two shots?

· As James pushes Ryan into the canal and runs away how does the sound change? Why do you think this happens and what mood does it create?

· The scene then cuts to James’ mother returning home. Look at this scene carefully as it moves from the street to the staircase. How does sound reflect not only what we see but also what we might feel?

Activity:

Play the extract again but without the images, listening only to the soundtrack. Can you analyse the development of the sound from abstract to a more concrete soundtrack?
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