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SOUND – CLIP 9

HUNGER

This extract is very much about silence. The sounds that we hear are set against this silence. In the introduction to this section we have mentioned that in selecting what sounds we hear in a film can either be naturalistic sounds – reflecting what we see – or they can be heightened sounds, where the filmmaker focuses our attention on particular and important sounds.

Heightened sound in this extract breaks the silence which surrounds the dying moments of the central character, Bobby Sands. There is only one moment of dialogue in the extract which is where Bobby’s parents arrive at the prison where he is being held.

Activity 1:

Look at the extract and write down the sounds that you hear. Why do you think that the filmmakers chose to include these sounds? What atmosphere do these sounds give? Are they soft or harsh sounds?

Activity 2:

What is happening in the extract when there is only silence? What does the camera focus on?

Activity 3:

There are two key sounds in the extract – the sound of birds and the sound of breathing. How do these relate not only to what we see but also to the story that we see unfold (the death of Bobby Sands)?

Activity 4:

Towards the end of the extract there is a flashback sequence when Bobby thinks back to his childhood (represented by the young boy in his cell). It is at this moment that music first appears in the sequence. How would you describe the music? How does it reflect what we are seeing on the screen?

Conclusion:

This extract, therefore, looks at the last days or hours in Bobby Sands’ life. From your work on the four activities describe how the filmmaker builds up an atmosphere through sound which reflects what we see on screen. How does the silence relate to the sounds that we hear?
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