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SOUND – CLIP 15
Alex Heffes on music in Touching the Void
This clip from Touching the Void is the moment when Joe Simpson manages to climb out of the crevasse into which he’s fallen with an ice pick. He’s already broken his leg, he is in a very poorly state and as the clip starts he starts to crawl up the side of this crevasse and as he gets closer to the top, the music becomes more and more animated. It’s trying to mirror his sense of hope and optimism. You can hear the key going up and the register of the strings going up and as he pops his head out over the top of the crevasse he gets blinded by this wonderful sunshine, which he never thought he’s see again because he’d been stuck in this terrifying dark hole. And the music can let rip at that point and just give a moment of breath of fresh air. Then what is interesting dramatically about this clip is that as he crawls out of the hole onto the snow, he suddenly realises that he’s still on the top of a mountain, he’s got a broken leg and he’s going to have to climb for days just to get back down to base camp. And the thought of that is terrifying and so the music almost melts, I wanted to think of melting snow. And so after you’ve had the statement of the theme it all disperses and melts and reality comes back and that’s what this scene is all about. Its about the shape of climbing up then dispersal of the energy and him settling down into this frame of mind, actually the journey’s only just begun and it starts a new chapter in the film in a way.

As the sequence starts you can hear the cellos and basses, the low end of the orchestra, start with this climbing them or motif. What I tried to do all the way through the film is have music that somehow incorporates a climbing scale, because the film is about climbing. He is getting closer to the top but there is still a certain amount of tension, the music is unresolved, the harmony is telling you it could be alright but it might not be the case. The idea is to keep the audience guessing all the way, can he make it? Can he overcome the odds? 
Then there is the fresh air that he hasn’t seen for days and the music is telling you everything is fine. It's a bright sunny day, the whole world has come back to life and then you can hear the music melting. It is still very soft but it is falling again now and as he rubs his head and he lies back down on the ice the music settles down to a slightly uncomfortable plateau. He has a moment to really contemplate what has happened. 

The music is sitting still and it has now gone a bit icy. It doesn't feature any of the major or minor cords in it that it had before, it is very undecided and what the music is trying to do is mirror this sense of dawning reality that this is only the beginning of his problem. As he looks around he looks at the glacier. It is miles and miles down the glacier and as the camera pans very slowly down the glacier the music is now becoming very ominous as it reveals quite how far down he has to go. So this scene has turned around from being a wonderful escape from this hellish hole into the beginning of a new chapter in the film, a new struggle.
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