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SOUND – CLIP 16
Alex Heffes on sound and music in The Last King of Scotland
These two clips from The Last King of Scotland show two different aspects of film scoring or music scoring. The first scene just has music, there is no dialogue at all to tell you what is going on. So the music is obviously having to tell the story a little bit. In this clip that we are going to see now, Nicholas, who has gone to Uganda as a doctor, has decided that he has got to escape because he is in a very difficult situation. And as he comes back to his flat he notices that it has been ransacked and the music immediately is telling you that something isn't right. It is very unsettled; it doesn’t settle down into a particular key or register, a bit like his room it’s topsy turvy. Someone has been in his flat turning over all of his documents. As he picks up the picture fro the floor and looks at it, it becomes a little more emotional and he’s starting to think I need to get out of here, this isn’t good at all. 
Then he sees a letter and as he starts opening the letter the music starts swelling and building. Inside is a Ugandan passport, what’ has happened is that his English passport has been stolen and replaced with a Ugandan one and at that point he sees his photograph and the music is really quite ominous. What it is saying is he is not going to be able to leave Uganda, his passport has been taken away. At this point you hear whispering over the orchestra, the idea was to have the voices of all of the people who have gone missing in Uganda, obviously this is set in the nineteen-seventies during a terrible political regime in which a lot of people were kidnapped, and the idea behind having this whispering that comes in various parts of the film is just to keep the idea of the ghosts of these people just at the core of the screen as a metaphor for all of the problems that Nicholas is having. That is a short clip to show how the story content can be shaped or pulled out by the music.
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