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SOUND – CLIP 17
THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND

In his attempt to flee Uganda, Nicholas Garrigan has decided to poison Idi Amin. But this attempt coincides with the hijacking of a plane which lands at Entebe airport. Nicholas is taken by Amin to the airport to examine the hostages. One of Amin’s aides is suspicious of Garrigan’s actions, particularly the bottle of pills (poisoned) that Garrigan has given Amin.

Activity:

The tension in this sequence is built around the visual relationship between Idi Amin, Nicholas, the aide and the bottle of poisoned pills. This is against the background of the hijacked plane.

Identify the different types of music and the levels of music which build up the tension between these relationships. How does the music relate to specific types of shots within the sequence which highlight the build up of tension? Why do you think that this sequence ends without any music?

The pills are heard throughout the scene, as though they have their own voice. To what does their rattling contribute to the scenes and why is it important they are heard frequently?

What other diegetic sounds help to contribute to the tension in the scenes? 
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