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thinking HISTORY

THE HOLOCAUST





GETTING STARTED

The story of the Holocaust can never be realistically told. Six million men, women and children were murdered, six millions untold stories.  Consequently all the feature filmmaker can ever do is to recreate a small part of the tragedy.

Trudy Gold

An overview of Hollywood cinema’s treatment of the Holocaust

One does not imagine the unimaginable.  And in particular, one does not show it on screen.

Elie Wiesel



Quoted in History on Film/Film on History
 

LEARNING FROM FILM

· What films have you heard of that are based on stories from the Holocaust?

· Have you seen any of these films?  If so, what (if anything) do you think you learned from them about the Holocaust?

· What do you think might motivate a filmmaker to make a film about the Holocaust?  What might put off a filmmaker from dealing with this subject matter?

· What do you think we can learn by watching films made about the past?

· Are there any problems you can think of about relying on films as your main source of information about the past?

LEARNING ABOUT FILM   

The term ‘film’ means different things to different people.  In the USA, people refer more to ‘movies’ and this word has become more popular in the UK in recent years. When we talk about Holocaust films, we are referring to many different types of films including feature films, documentaries and survivor testimonies.  Some filmmakers blur the boundaries between different genres when aiming to represent the past.  This activity will start you thinking about this.

· What are your expectations of different types of films?

· What basic ingredients do you expect in a feature film?  

· How do you expect a feature film to be different from a documentary?

This activity will help you to think about different types of films by identifying some of their key features and conventions.  

Try to match the features and conventions with the film categories listed below.  Some of the conventions may apply to more than one category of film.

	TYPE OF FILM


	FEATURES AND CONVENTIONS

	1. FEATURE FILM BASED ON A TRUE STORY


	Narrative voiceover

	
	Interviews with real people not acting

	
	Newsreel footage from the period

	2. FEATURE FILM BASED ON A FICTIONAL STORY


	Characters based on real people who once lived

	
	Characters created in the imagination of the scriptwriter

	
	Still photographs from the period

	3. DOCUMENTARY
	Music

	
	Reconstructed scenes from the past

	
	Emphasis on emotional impact


For discussion

Now you have thought about some of the similarities and differences between feature films and documentaries, talk about what they might offer us in terms of making sense of the past.  Not all films based in the past are reliable representations of what it was really like. As historians, our aim is to work out if a source represents the past authentically. So how do we decide if a source such as a film is or isn’t an authentic representation?

In your group, work out some questions that you think we should ask when we watch a film about the past. For example: Who made this film and why?
� Holocaust and the Moving Image – representations in film and television since 1933
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� History on Film/Film on History by Robert A. Rosenstone (2006)
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