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thinking HISTORY

THE HOLOCAUST





HISTORICAL ENQUIRY: ANTISEMITISM

CLIP ANALYSIS

Watch clip 7 from Fateless. In your group discuss these questions, making brief notes about what you understand about antisemitism from the clip. Be ready to report back ideas to the whole class. This will form the beginning of your enquiry. 

1. Look closely at the mise en scène and describe everything you can see including costumes, props and lighting. What impression do you have of this family and the mood of the scene?

2. In this scene one of the characters is distressed and confused about why people might hate her for being Jewish. What does this suggest about her knowledge of the history of antisemitism and her experience of it before wearing the star? How do you account for her distress and confusion?

3. The yellow Star of David, sewn onto all the characters’ clothes in the scene, is a key symbol of the Holocaust. In what ways does this star look similar and different to representations of the yellow star you may have seen in other films about the Holocaust? What do you understand was its purpose and why might it appear differently in other images from and of the Holocaust?

4. As well as representing the pain for Jewish children of being singled out in this way, the scene invites us to consider what being Jewish means to these characters. What does the clip suggest about the different characters’ understanding of their Jewish identity? Why do you think the filmmakers have chosen to include this scene in the film? In what ways might it be significant to our understanding of the Holocaust in general and the Nazi occupation of Hungary in particular?

TAKING THINGS FURTHER 

Below are some suggestions about how you could use this film extract to begin a wider historical enquiry about antisemitism and the Holocaust. What can you find out about the following:

· Antisemitism over time

· Anti-Jewish laws

RESEARCH LINKS

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum – Antisemitism in History

http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10007167
Nazi antisemitism

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/GERantisemitism.htm
The Holocaust Explained – What is antisemitism?

http://www.theholocaustexplained.org/ks3/anti-semitism/
OTHER FILMS 

The Pianist (2002) is adapted from the autiobiography by the Polish musician Władysław Szpilman. It tells the story of Szpilman’s experiences from the invasion of Poland in September 1939; his time living in the Warsaw Ghetto and the deportation of his family; his escape from the Ghetto and his time in hiding, including his rescue by a German Army Officer. In the opening sequences of the film, Szpilman and his family react to the imposition of various anti-Jewish laws.
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