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thinking HISTORY

THE HOLOCAUST





HISTORICAL ENQUIRY: THE CAMPS

CLIP ANALYSIS

Watch clip 13 from Night and Fog and clip 14 from Shoah. In your group discuss these questions, making brief notes about what you understand about the camps from these clips. Be ready to report back ideas to the whole class. This will form the beginning of your enquiry. 

Night and Fog – clip 13
1. The clip begins outside a camp fence. It is a sunny day with blue skies and white fluffy clouds. How does the combination of image and music set a tone at the start of this clip? How would you describe this tone and what do you think is the filmmakers’ purpose at this point in the film?

2. Describe the moving images you see in the clip. What do you notice about how the camera moves through parts of the camp and how would you describe the effect this creates for the viewer? What do you think is the filmmakers’ purpose in using the camera in this way?

3. What do the still images show the viewer that is different from the moving images? Who would have taken these still images and what might have been the original purpose of taking them? What do we learn from these images in the context of this clip?

4. What does the tone of the voiceover and the music add to your understanding of the camps? You may need to watch the clip again to trace how the music develops.

5. What aspect of camp life does the narrator (and the subtitles) focus on in this clip? Where would you look to test the accuracy and reliability of this narrative?

Shoah – clip 14
1. Listen to this clip without the images – either turn away from the screen or turn off the projector. What do you learn about the role of the speaker during the Holocaust?

2. Keep the images turned off: What does this clip tell us about the death camp survived by this man and his role at the camp?

3. Now watch the clip from the start. Why do you think the filmmaker chose to film this interview in a barber’s shop? How does this choice impact on our understanding of the significance of the interview?

4. In what ways is this clip different from other documentaries you may have seen? What conventional documentary features are not present in this clip and why do you think the filmmaker has made this choice?

5. This short clip is taken from a longer interview with this man. What questions would you like the interviewer to ask him that are not covered by this clip and why?

TAKING THINGS FURTHER 

Below are some suggestions about how you could use these clips to begin a wider historical enquiry about the camp system and life in the camps. Find out about some of the following:

· Prisoners’ arrival and selection. 

· Conditions in the camps.

· The Sonderkommando.

RESEARCH LINKS

The Auschwitz Albumhttp://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/exhibitions/album_auschwitz/index.asp
Testimonies about life in the Campshttp://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/holocaust/resource_center/item.asp?gate=1-5
The Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museumhttp://en.auschwitz.org/m/
The Artworks of Ella Liebermannhttp://art.holocaust-education.net/explore.asp?langid=1&submenu=200&id=38
The Artworks of David Olerehttp://art.holocaust-education.net/explore.asp?langid=1&submenu=200&id=37
The Artworks of Helga Weissova and Ella Liebermannhttp://kurioso.es/english-2/the-kids-who-lived-and-drew-the-holocaust/
OTHER FILMS 

Fateless (2005), a Hungarian film, tells the story of Gyurka, a 15-year old boy who is deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau, Buchenwald and Zeitz Concentration Camps. This film is useful to challenge students’ perceptions of what camps were like. For example, in Zeitz, Gyurka is housed in a tent rather than barracks. 

Good (2008) is based on the stage play of the same name by British playwright C.P. Taylor. The film explores how a liberal professor, Halder, becomes involved in the Nazi war and killing machine as a result of his moral cowardice and corruption. Halder still sees himself as a “good man” despite his involvement with the Nazis. At the end of the film, Halder visits a camp in the search for this friend and during this scene we are shown various aspects of the camp and those interned.
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