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thinking HISTORY

THE HOLOCAUST





HISTORICAL ENQUIRY: THE EXPERIENCE OF CHILDREN

CLIP ANALYSIS

Watch clip 12 from Into the Arms of Strangers. In your group discuss these questions, making brief notes about what you understand about the experiences of children from this clip. Be ready to report back ideas to the whole class. This will form the beginning of your enquiry. 

1. The archive footage used at the start of this clip shows children welcoming the Nazis into Czechoslovakia. What do you think was the purpose of this footage and why do you think the camera focuses on children in places? What do children often represent in news footage such as this?

2. In this clip, the filmmaker has chosen to combine archive footage, voiceover, mood shots, still images and interviews with Kindertransport refugees. What is the effect of hearing the Kindertransport refugees speaking within this narrative context? Would you argue that these documentary features enrich or detract from their accounts? Explain your reasons.

3. What do you learn from this clip about the experiences of these children during the years they describe? What does this information contribute to your knowledge and understanding of the 1930s?

4. How do the Kindertransport refugees describe some of their parents’ attitudes to life and why do you think the filmmaker has chosen to include these particular details? What do you think the filmmaker considers significant about their comments at this point and why?

5. Kristallnacht was a well-documented pogrom against the Jews in 1938. What is the effect of hearing this personal account of childhood memories of the event? How is it different hearing about Kristallnacht from someone who remembers it compared to reading about it in a book?

TAKING THINGS FURTHER 

Below are some suggestions about how you could use this clip to begin a wider historical enquiry about the experience of children during the Holocaust. Find out about some of the following:

· The Kindertransport
· Kristallnacht and how it influenced Jewish people’s decisions about their children’s safety.

· Hidden children during the Holocaust.

RESEARCH LINKS

Imperial War Museum – Kindertransport

http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/kindertransport#
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum – Hidden Children Exhibition
http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/hiddenchildren/index/
Yad Vashem - Kristallnacht
http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/exhibitions/kristallnacht/index.asp
Yad Vashem – Righteous Amongst the Nations who Hid Children

http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/righteous/stories/rescue_of_children.asp 

Shoah Foundation - I witness.

http://iwitness.usc.edu/SFI/
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum – Children and the Holocaust

http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005142
Anne Frank House

http://www.annefrank.org/
OTHER FILMS 

In Darkness (2012) is based on the true story of Leopold Socha, a sewer worker and petty thief in Lvov, who took action to rescue Jews he found hiding in the sewers of the city. Originally Socha helped the Jews for payment, but when the money ran out he continued to help. He succeeded in rescuing 14 Jews and was recognised as Righteous Amongst the Nations in 1978. 

Sarah’s Key (2010) is based on the novel by Tatiana De Rosnay. The film follows the story of an American journalist investigating the Vel d’Hiv round-ups in Paris in 1942. It tells the story of a young girl’s experiences, tackling the complicity of the French bureaucracy, police and army, but also explores the many French people who tried to rescue Jews and keep them hidden from the authorities despite the risks to themselves. 

Good (2008) is based on the stage play of the same name by British playwright C.P. Taylor. The film explores how a liberal professor, Halder, becomes involved in the Nazi war and killing machine as a result of his moral cowardice and corruption. Halder still sees himself as a ”good man” despite his involvement with the Nazis. In the course of the film, Halder, in his new SS role, becomes involved in the events of Kristallnacht.
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