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thinking HISTORY

THE HOLOCAUST





HISTORICAL ENQUIRY: THE GHETTOS

CLIP ANALYSIS

Watch clip 10 from Schindler’s List. In your group discuss these questions, making brief notes about what you understand about the ghettos from the clip. Be ready to report back ideas to the whole class. This will form the beginning of your enquiry. 

1. Watch this clip first with the sound turned off. What visual impression are we given of the ghetto from these moving images? How does this compare with other representations of ghettoes during this period that you may have seen?

2. The filmmaker has chosen to shoot the scene in black and white. What is the effect of this choice and how does it contribute to our understanding of what we see of the ghetto? What sources might the filmmaker have used to help establish an authentic looking set for this scene? Is there anything that you see that challenges your expectations of what a ghetto was like?

3. The first ten seconds establish the setting, after which the camera focuses in on a small group of people talking. What is the purpose of this shift in perspective and how does it affect what we see and hear of life in this ghetto? What do you think is the role of the man dressed in uniform with a Star of David on his coat?

4. The dialogue in the scene provides us with insights into life in the ghetto. What do you learn about the ghetto from what these characters say? To what extent do you think their conversation seems authentic and on what evidence do you base your judgement? What sources do you think the screenwriter could have used to construct this dialogue? 

5. Towards the end of the sequence, the camera captures a close up of two characters speaking to the group: “There’s no way down from here. This is it, this is the bottom.” And: “The ghetto is liberty”. What do the facial expressions of those in the crowd suggest about their response to these words? What do you think is the filmmaker’s purpose by including this dialogue and how valuable is this sequence to history students’ understanding the reality of ghettos during the Holocaust?

TAKING THINGS FURTHER 

Below are some suggestions about how you could use this clip to begin a wider historical enquiry into the role of ghettos during the Holocaust.

· What was a ghetto?

· Why were ghettos established?

· What was life like in the ghettos? Consider living conditions (including health), work, organisation, education, and cultural life. 

RESEARCH LINKS

Yad Vashem – Photographs of the Warsaw Ghetto

http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/exhibitions/warsaw_ghetto/index.asp
Map of the Warsaw Ghetto

http://fcit.usf.edu/holocaust/MAPS/map007.HTM
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum – Lodz Ghetto

http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005071
Yad Vashem – The Story of Munkács.

http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/exhibitions/communities/munkacs/index.asp
OTHER FILMS 

A Film Unfinished (2010) is a documentary which explores the creation of the Warsaw Ghetto film, a piece of Nazi Propaganda. The original 60 minutes of film footage, shot in May 1942, became an important piece of evidence for historians about life and conditions in the ghetto. The discovery of further footage complicated our understanding of the record the original footage presented. This documentary presents all the footage together highlighting the scenes that were staged by the Nazis.

Fateless (2005), a Hungarian film tells the story of Gyurka, a 15-year old boy who is deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau, Buchenwald and Zeitz Concentration Camps. This film is useful to challenge students’ perceptions of what ghettos were like. In the film Gyurka is confined to a ghetto which is a converted brickworks. 

The Pianist (2002) is adapted from the autobiography by the Polish musician Władysław Szpilman. It tells the story of Szpilman’s escape from the Warsaw Ghetto and his time spent in hiding for the remainder of the war. The film depicts the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising and the Nazi response to it. The Pianist also allows for an exploration of the underground printing presses that could be found in the Warsaw Ghetto.
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