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thinking HISTORY

THE HOLOCAUST





HISTORICAL ENQUIRY: IDEOLOGY
CLIP ANALYSIS

Watch clip 1 from Cabaret and clip 2 from Good. In your group discuss these questions, making brief notes about what you understand about Nazi ideology from the clips. Be ready to report back ideas to the whole class. This will form the beginning of your enquiry. 

CABARET – clip 1
1. Describe the place where the scene is set. Try to include information on the costumes, the kind of people in the scene and how they react to the song? Who isn’t included in the scene?

2. What images have the filmmakers included in the montage at the start of the clip before the boy starts singing? What do these images suggest about the Nazi ideal?

3. How do different people in the scene respond to the singer? How does the filmmaker use close ups and different camera techniques to focus our attention on certain characters? What do you think the filmmaker wants to suggest about Nazi Ideology in this scene?

4. How important do you think young people were to the Nazis and their beliefs? Why?

5. At the end of the scene as the song is heard loudly in the background, one of the characters says “Do you still think you can control them?”. Why do you think this question is asked as the scene draws to a close? What does it suggest about the power of the Nazis at this stage in their rise?

6. Listen again to the lyrics from the song. What can we learn from these lyrics about what the Nazi believed? What type of language does the song use? What impact does this have?

7. What elements of Nazi ideology that you are familiar with do not seem to be represented in this scene? Why do you think this is?

GOOD – clip 2
1. The doctor says to the professor that his paper about euthanasia showed a “competent grasp of the ethical issues”. What do you think he means by this phrase and what do you think some of the “ethical issues” around this topic might be?
2. Whose viewpoint is the camera showing at the start of the clip and what do you think might be the purpose of this choice?

3. What mood is created in this scene by the background music and the professor’s facial expressions? How does the professor’s tone contrast to the doctor’s? 

4. What do you think the filmmaker wants to communicate to the audience about Nazi attitudes towards those with disabilities in Germany?

5. What sources might a historian reference in order to test the reliability of this representation of Nazi attitudes towards disabled people?

TAKING THINGS FURTHER

Below are some suggestions about how you could use these clips to begin a wider historical enquiry about Nazi Ideology.

· What is meant by “ideology”?

· What do you understand to be the key Nazi beliefs?

· Find out about the 25 point programme of the National Socialist German Workers’ Party

RESEARCH LINKS

25 point programme of the National Socialist German Workers’ Party, April 1920

http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/riseofhitler/25points.htm
A selection of Nazi Propaganda from before 1933

http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/posters1.htm
Extracts from Mein Kampf

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/Adolf_Hiter_Mein_Kampf.htm
Various Documents about Nazi Beliefs from Yad Vashem

http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_holocaust/documents/part1/doc1.html
‘Tomorrow Belongs to Me’ Lyrics

http://www.karaoke-lyrics.net/lyrics/soundtrack-cabaret/tomorrow-belongs-to-me-192984
OTHER FILMS

Triumph of the Will (1935) is a Nazi Propaganda film made by Leni Riefenstahl. The film was records the 1934 Nazi Party Congress in Nuremberg. The film contains footage of speeches made by leading Nazis as well as depicting a mass rally. It shows iconic footage of the Reichsarbeitsdienst and the Hitler Youth.
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