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thinking HISTORY

THE HOLOCAUST





HISTORICAL ENQUIRY: JUSTICE

CLIP ANALYSIS

Watch clip 8 from Judgement at Nuremberg. In your group discuss these questions, making brief notes about what you understand about justice from this clip.  Be ready to report back ideas to the whole class. This will form the beginning of your enquiry.

1.  Watch the first 25 seconds of the clip up to the point where the map is displayed on the screen.  Describe the courtroom, the characters and what you notice about the setting that suggests it is set in the late 1940s.  What sources would have been available to the filmmaker when constructing this set?

2. This clip uses archive footage within the context of a Hollywood feature film.  What do you think was the filmmaker’s purpose in doing this and what is the effect on the audience?

3.  Judgement at Nuremberg was made in 1961, the same year as Adolf Eichmann was put on trial in Jerusalem.  What does the timing of the film suggest about significance and interpretation of justice in America during this period?

4.  Since 1961 historians have learned more about the nature of the Nazi regime and some of the information delivered by the prosecuting Colonel in the whole scene (part of which is shown in this clip) has proved to be inaccurate.  Using the transcript below, identify the facts stated.  How can you test the reliability of this evidence? 

5. What do you learn from this clip about how justice is being administered?  Who are the judges? Who are the perpetrators? What might be the evidence?  Who are the witnesses?  What role does this film play? In what ways do you think there has been continuity and change in society’s ideas about justice and how it is administered?

Transcript

The map shows the number of and location of concentration camps under the Third Reich.  Buchenwald concentration camp was founded in 1933.  Its inmates numbered about 80,000. There was a motto at Buchenwald: break the body, break the spirit, break the heart.  The ovens at Buchenwald: evidence of last minute efforts to dispose of bodies. The stoves were manufactured by a well-known company, which also specialised in baking ovens.  The name of the firm is clearly inscribed [J.A.Topf & Söhne, Erfurt].  An exhibit of by-products of Buchenwald, displayed for the local townspeople by an Allied officer: brushes of every description, shoes, adults and children, spectacles, gold from teeth, melted down sent once a month to the medical department of the Waffen SS…

TAKING THINGS FURTHER 

Below are some suggestions about how you could use these clips to begin a wider historical enquiry about seeking justice after the Holocaust. Find out more about these famous trials after the end of the war:

· The Nuremberg trials, 1945-6

· The Eichmann trial, 1961-2

RESEARCH LINKS

Yad Vashem – Marking the Nuremberg Trials

http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/exhibitions/nuremberg/index.asp
BBC Archive – Witnessing the Holocaust
http://www.bbc.co.uk/archive/holocaust/
BBC History – The Nazis on Trial
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/nuremberg_article_01.shtml#five
BBC History – Who were the guilty?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/genocide/guilt_identity_01.shtml
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum – The Nuremberg Trials and their Legacy.

http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/focus/warcrimetrials/
Yad Vashem – The Eichmann Trial

http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/holocaust/eichmann_trial/index.asp
The Eichmann Trial YouTube Channel

http://www.youtube.com/user/EichmannTrialEN
OTHER FILMS 

The Reader (2008) is a feature film set in post-war Germany.  A young law student observing the War Crimes Trials is stunned to find his ex-girlfriend is on trial.  As the story of her involvement in Nazi war crimes develops, so does his understanding of their earlier relationship and her involvement. 
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