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thinking HISTORY

THE HOLOCAUST





HISTORICAL ENQUIRY: NAZI PROPAGANDA

CLIP ANALYSIS

Watch clip 3 from The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas. In your group discuss these questions, making brief notes about what you understand about antisemitism from the clip. Be ready to report back ideas to the whole class. This will form the beginning of your enquiry. 

1. What impression do you get of the Nazis at the start of this clip? How and why does the filmmaker encourage us to see them from the little boy’s perspective? 

2. Why do you think the filmmaker has chosen for the audience to hear the audio of the film before we are shown the accompanying images? What do you notice about the voiceover used and where might you have heard a voiceover like this before? What type of film does this sound like?

3. What does the film being watched by the Nazi officials suggest about life in the camps? Why do you think they are watching this film and what do you think is its purpose? 

4. The filmmaker chooses to show us both the Nazis’ response to the film and the little boy’s response. What do their responses suggest about their knowledge and understanding of the camps? 

5. The propaganda film shown in this clip is based on an actual film made by the Nazis. Why do you think the filmmakers have reconstructed this footage rather than used what remains of the original footage? What sources could you use to challenge the authenticity of how camp life is represented in this propaganda film?

TAKING THINGS FURTHER 

Below are some suggestions about how you could use these clips to begin a wider historical enquiry about Nazi propaganda.

· What does “propaganda” mean?

· Find out more about the Theresienstadt film from June 1944.

· How were Jews depicted in Nazi propaganda?

· Find out about the Warsaw Ghetto film made by the Nazis in 1942.

RESEARCH LINKS

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum – Theresienstadt: Red Cross Visit

http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10007463
Der Giftpilz (The Toadstool) 
http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/thumb.htm
Trust No Fox on his Green Heath and No Jew on his Oath 

http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/fuchs.htm
The Eternal Jew Film Poster

http://www.ushmm.org/propaganda/archive/film-eternal-jew/

A Programme for Jud Süss.

http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/judsuss2.htm
OTHER FILMS 

A Film Unfinished (2010) is a documentary film which explores the creation of the Warsaw Ghetto film, a Nazi propaganda film. The original 60 minutes of film footage shot in May 1942, became an important piece of evidence for historians about life and conditions in the Warsaw Ghetto. The discovery of further footage complicated our understanding of the record the original footage presented. This documentary presents all the footage together highlighting the scenes that were staged by the Nazis.

The Eternal Jew (1940) is a Nazi propaganda film which is presented as a documentary. It combines feature film footage, documentary footage and new footage shot after the invasion of Poland in 1939 to depict the Jews as sub-human and backwards. The film uses footage from Polish ghettos as well as footage of Hitler’s speeches.
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