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thinking HISTORY

THE HOLOCAUST





HISTORICAL ENQUIRY: RESCUE

CLIP ANALYSIS
Watch clip 11 from The Pianist. In your group discuss these questions, making brief notes about what you understand about rescue from the clip. Be ready to report back ideas to the whole class. This will form the beginning of your enquiry. 

1. At the start of this clip, we can hear voices from outside the building. Spilzman, who is in hiding there, descends the ladder as the German soldier Hosenfeld approaches. What does Spilzman’s first question suggest about when this episode is taking place? What other audio or visual clues have helped you come to your conclusion about the timing of this episode?

2. When Spilzman expresses gratitude to Hosenfeld for helping him, the soldier says “Thank God, not me. He wants us to survive. At least we have to believe in that”. What does this response suggest about Hosenfeld’s motivation for helping him and how can you test the reliability of this representation of Hosenfeld? 

3. When Hosenfeld gives Spilzman his coat, what do you notice about how the camerawork establishes a relationship between the two men? What does the framing of the shot and the dialogue that follows suggest about this relationship?

4. Why do you think the filmmaker has chosen to use a long shot to capture more of Hosenfeld’s uniform as he asks Spilzman his name? In what ways does this moment play on the audience’s knowledge and understanding of traditional Nazi attitudes to Jews?

5. Look closely at how Hosenfeld exits the scene. What do you think his facial expression, his posture and his hesitation suggest to you about the boundaries of the relationship between rescuer and rescued? 

TAKING THINGS FURTHER 

Below are some suggestions about how you could use this clip to begin a wider historical enquiry about rescue during the Holocaust. Find out about the following types of rescuers:

· Righteous Among the Nations

· British rescuers

· Muslim rescuers

· Jews who rescued Jews

. 
RESEARCH LINKS

Yad Vashem – Righteous Amongst the Nations Program

http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/righteous/index.asp
Holocaust Educational Trust

www.het.org.uk
Yad Vashem – Besa: A Code of Honour. 

http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/exhibitions/besa/index.asp
Yad Vashem – Jews who Saved Jews.

http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/exhibitions/live_with_honor/jews_saved_jews.asp
OTHER FILMS 

In Darkness (2012) is based on the true story of Leopold Socha, a sewer worker and petty thief in Lvov, who took action to rescue Jews he found hiding in the sewers of the city. Originally Socha helped the Jews in exchange for payment, but when the money ran out he continued to help. He succeeded in rescuing 14 Jews and was recognised as Righteous Among the Nations in 1978. 

Schindler’s List (1993) is based on the novel by Thomas Keneally Schindler’s Ark. It tells the story of German businessman Oskar Schindler, who saved the lives of more than 1,000 Jews from deportation to Auschwitz. 
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