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thinking HISTORY

THE HOLOCAUST





HISTORICAL ENQUIRY: RESISTANCE

CLIP ANALYSIS

Watch clip 4 from The Counterfeiters and clip 6 from Defiance. In your group discuss these questions, making brief notes about what you understand about resistance during the Holocaust from these clips. Be ready to report back ideas to the whole class. This will form the beginning of your enquiry. 

The Counterfeiters - clip 4

1. How does the filmmaker draw the audience’s attention to the key detail on Salomon’s jacket where he realizes it belonged to Aaron Jonnefeld from Berlin; murdered at Auschwitz? How is this moment significant in establishing the resistance represented in this clip?

2. At the start of the clip, what is the effect on the viewer of the repeated phrase “Welcome to Sachsenhausen” juxtaposed with the images of prisoners dressing in dead people’s clothes? What is the filmmaker communicating about these particular prisoners, their status and their situation?
3. How does the filmmaker communicate the signficance of Burgher’s actions when he removes the jacket, folds it and places it down? What do you think is significant about his actions?
4. Watch very carefully as Burgher folds his jacket. His camp number and the symbol showing us he is a Jewish political prisoner is momentarily visible. From what you know about the Nazis, what do you think someone might have done to be labeled this way?
5. What do you notice about how the Nazi commandant responds to Burgher’s actions and how do you explain it?
6. The Counterfeiters is based on a true story. What sources do you think the filmmaker may have used to construct this scene? What does this scene suggest about the nature of resistance during the Holocaust?
Defiance – clip 6

1. This clip comes from the opening of the film. Watch the first 10 seconds of the clip then freeze the frame. What associations and connotations does this image have? What did you notice about the soundtrack during these first moments of the film and what does it suggest about the tone of the film?
2. Watch the clip until after the title “Within weeks 50,000 are murdered”. What genre of film do you think this is? How can you tell? What do these opening images and titles show us about the Nazi occupation of Belorussia in 1941?
3. After watching the whole clip, discuss where you think the archive footage ends and the new footage begins. How are these types of footage different? Think about what the camera is able to see, how close it gets to its subject and the angles it can capture. What do you think is the filmmaker’s purpose in blending these two film sources and what do you think is the effect on the audience?

4. What do you notice about the use of black and white and colour? What is the impact of this and what associations does the audience bring to each of these styles? How does this affect how you interpret the reliability of this narrative sequence? What effect does the title “A true story” have on your interpretation?

5. The title of the film “Defiance” hovers over a dead body in the opening sequence. To what extent is defiance represented by the moving images in this clip? Why might the filmmaker have chosen to open the film in this way? What does this clip suggest about defiance during the Holocaust? How can you judge the accuracy of this representation of defiance?
6. How does the filmmaker use camera work to focus the audience’s attention on the two characters hiding behind the tree? To what extent do you consider hiding a form of defiance?

TAKING THINGS FURTHER 

Below are some suggestions about how you could use these clips to begin a wider historical enquiry about Jewish resistance during the Holocaust. What sources can you find to illustrate these different types of resistance during the Holocaust?

· Wrecking and sabotage

· Armed resistance

· Spiritual resistance

RESEARCH LINKS

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum – Jewish Armed Resistance: Partisans

http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005441
Yad Vashem – The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising

http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/holocaust/about/07/warsaw_uprising.asp
The Oneg Shabbat

http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/exhibitions/ringelbum/index.asp
Article about Operation Bernhard http://www.moneymuseum.com/moneymuseum/library/texts/text.jsp?lang=en&id=70062#4
United States Holocaust Memorial Musuem – Background to the Bielski Partisans.

http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10007563
OTHER FILMS 

The Pianist (2002) is adapted from the autobiography by the Polish musician Władysław Szpilman. It tells the story of Szpilman’s escape from the Warsaw Ghetto and his time spent in hiding for the remainder of the war. The film depicts the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising and the Nazi response to it. The Pianist also allows for an exploration of the underground printing presses that could be found in the Warsaw Ghetto.
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