[image: image1.jpg]T |4

THINKING FILM

thinking PRIMARY LITERACY

EXTENDING LITERACY SKILLS THROUGH FILM





MATILDA (DANNY DEVITO 1996)
“You are not alone.”
Literacy Focus: Authors

Years 3 – 6










Literacy Plan: Authors

Thinking Film Primary 








3 weeks

CLIP CONTEXT
Matilda, age 6, is keen to read books. Her parents think that watching TV is better than reading. She decides to set out on her own to find a library. This is a montage clip showing Matilda visiting the library time after time and growing up as she does so.  We see her reading hundreds of books.

On-going: The Thinking Film Working Wall: We recommend that space is provided for a ‘Thinking Film’ Working Wall / display where children can add words, images and thoughts. This will help visual learners to consolidate the Literacy themes covered in this unit.

WEEK BY WEEK OUTLINE
Prior Learning: Identify the differences between books and films.
Week 1: Favourite book, favourite film – identify similarities and differences between this clip and the corresponding extract in Roald Dahl’s novel.
Week 2: Dahl Cinema – think of other books that have been made into films. What is it about his writing that is so transposable?
Week 3: My Dahl Movie – create a film poster of an as yet un-filmed Roald Dahl story with a suitably ‘Dahl-esque’ tagline.
	Objectives
	Whole class activities
	Differentiated independent or group activities
	Plenary / focused questions
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Week 1

FAVOURITE BOOK: FAVOURITE FILM
Focus: Analyse the clip and compare it to the novel. 


	Days 1&2: Watch clip. Ask for initial reactions.

Find out about Roald Dahl from roalddahl.com

Find out about the film at http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0117008/
Days 3-5: Watch the clip again. 

Read the corresponding book extract (pages 6 – 16, Matilda.

Discuss the differences between books and films. Explore how the book show how small, but clever Matilda is, and how the film version does the same thing (look in particular at the sequence when Matilda is walking herself to the library). 

Demonstrate how to fill in the missing information in the book to film comparison chart (see appendix 5). Locate the extract from the book, or describe the film clip, remembering to use elements from the Film High Five document (see appendix 3). 

	Days 1&2: 

MUST: Find out three facts about Roald Dahl and one fact about the Danny DeVito film version.
SHOULD: Find out four facts about Roald Dahl and two fact about the Danny DeVito film version of Matilda
COULD: Find out four facts about Roald Dahl and three fact about the Danny DeVito film version of Matilda
Days 3 – 5: 

MUST: fill in the grid using words from the book and pictures from the film to show the corresponding film extract.

SHOULD: fill in the grid using words from the books and written descriptions of the corresponding film extracts.

COULD: fill in the grid using words from the books and written descriptions of the corresponding film extracts. Identify moments from the film that are NOT in the book and vice versa.


	Days 1&2: Share facts. Add to the Thinking Film Working wall.
Days 3-5: Fill in grid using children’s suggestions. Invite the ‘COULD’ group to show screengrabs of moments from the film version that are not in the book and vice versa. Discuss why there are differences.


	Use ICT to find out about an author.

Share opinions. 

Make simple notes.
Carry out a close reading of an extract from the book and compare it to the film version. Discuss differences using examples from both texts.


	Objectives
	Whole class activities
	Differentiated independent or group activities
	Plenary / focused questions
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Week 2

DAHL CINEMA
Focus: Share opinions about Roald Dahl and why his books are so popular. Explore why they are made into films.

	Days 1 – 3: Create a list of Roald Dahl books. Ask children to bring in their favourite Dahl book and create a display.
Create a list of Roald Dahl films like The BFG, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Discuss favourites and create a display.
Days 4&5: Fous on the Matilda clip again. Discuss it in your Film High Five groups. How has the director, Danny DeVito (who also plays Mr Wormwood in the movie) stay true to the novel, whilst at the same time making you see the story in a different way? Analyse the clip shot by shot.
	Days 1 – 3: 
MUST: Create a short piece of writing describing their favourite Roald Dahl novel and saying why. Do the same with filmed versions of Roald Dahl novels. Draw a picture from their favourite Dahl film.
SHOULD: Create a short piece of writing describing their favourite Roald Dahl novel and saying why. Do the same with filmed versions of Roald Dahl novels. Draw a film poster of our favourite Dahl movie. 
COULD: Create a short piece of writing describing their favourite Roald Dahl novel and saying why. Do the same with filmed versions of Roald Dahl novels. Write 2 sentences about why Dahl books might make good films. Draw a film poster of their favourite Dahl movie.

Days 4&5: 

Group 1 (MUST): come up with 3 observations about how camera angle and camera movement is used to help tell the story. Identify at least 3 interesting camera angles.

Group 2: (MUST) identify how music and sound is used to help tell the story on screen. 

Group 3: (MUST) 

Focus on how colour and light have been used to help tell the story on screen. Choose 3 screen-grabs as examples.

Group 4: (SHOULD) Focus on ‘mise en scene’ – everything that can be seen in the frame. E.g. props, costumes, character positioning and body language. Choose 3 screen grabs as examples.

Group 5: (COULD) Focus on pace / editing. How quickly / slowly are the shots intercut? What effect does this have when watching the clip? How does the pace change? 


	Days 1 – 3: Present their favourite Dahl book / film to the rest of the class.
Days 4&5: Present their findings about Danny DeVito’s filmed version of the book. Ask the class whether they think DeVito has managed to keep the spirit of Dahl in the moive.

	Express their ideas clearly as part of a group discussion 


Form ideas about a story and use evidence from the story to explain their reasons

Use the following terms when discussing film:

Frame; colour, light, shadow; movement; sound, music and sequence.




	Objectives
	Whole class activities
	Differentiated independent or group activities
	Plenary / focused questions
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Week 3

MY DAHL MOVIE 
Focus: create a film poster of an as yet un-filmed Roald Dahl story with a suitably ‘Dahl-esque’ tagline.


	Go through the Dahl books featured in the display. Choose the ones that have not been made into a film yet. Discuss why some books have already been made into films. Why those titles in particular? 
Discuss the existing filmed versions in terms of style of film – animated, live action?  A combination of the two? (e.g. James and the Giant Peach). Are there well-known actors? How do they look on the screen? What’s different or Dahl-esque about them? Talk about tag lines (pithy sentences that sum up the film featured on the poster).
Think about Matilda. Look at the film’s poster (Appendix 6).

Discuss it in terms of:

Characters included

Words used

Colour and layout

Tag line: somewhere inside all of us is the power to change the world.

Does this poster do justice to the movie? Could children come up with a better poster based on the Matilda clip?

Think about the book that you would like to see made into a film. Will your version be live action or animated or both? Who will star in it? 

Days 1&2: plan own posters (of as yet un-filmed Dahl books) in pairs.

Days 3&4: design and finish own posters.

Day 5: share poster and ‘pitch’ movie idea to the rest of the class.


	MUST: Plan and design a poster which includes a central image and a tag line.
SHOULD: Plan and design a poster which includes a central image, with 2 more images, a tag line and the name of the actor who plays or voices the main character.

COULD:  Plan and design a poster which includes a central image plus three other images, a tag line, the names of the actors who play the main characters and a one-line review of the film quoted from a newspaper.


	Share posters. The teacher acts as ‘producer’ – he or she has a budget of 
£50 million pounds. He or she decides on the best pitch for the next Roald Dahl movie.

	Bring work to presentation level.

Listen to other peoples work and respond critically.


APPENDIX 5:
Favourite Book: Favourite Film comparison chart

Matilda
	Sentence from book
	Corresponding moment in film

	‘Daddy,’ she said, ‘do you think you could buy me a book?’
‘A book?’ he said. ‘What d’you want a flaming book for?’
	Close up of Matilda’s parents. The room is lit by the TV which is playing constantly in the background. Mrs Wormwood is greedily eating popcorn. Mr Wormwood says: “why would you wanna read when you got the television set sitting right in front of you?”

	
	

	‘On the afternoon of the day when her father had refused to buy her a book, Matilda set out all by herself to the public library…’

	

	
	Mrs Phelps asks Matilda: “would you like me to pick you out one with lots of pictures in it?”. Matilda responds with “no thank you, I’m sure I can manage.” High angle shot, from Mrs Phelps point of view. Close up of Mrs Phelps raising her eyebrows in surprise as she watches Matilda walk off.

	‘The walk took only ten minutes and this allowed her two glorious hours sitting quietly by herself in a cosy corner devouring one book after another.’
	

	
	High angle tracking shot: Matilda and Mrs Phelps are walking through the library. Mrs Phelps says: “You know you can have your very own library card and then you could take books home and you wouldn’t have to walk here every day. You could take as many as you like.” Matilda says: “That would be wonderful.” The camera pulls back to show the tranquil library scene.

	‘The books transported her into new worlds and introduced her to amazing people who lived exciting lives. She went on olden-day sailing ships with Joseph Conrad. She went to Africa with Ernest Hemingway and to India with Rudyard Kipling. She travelled all over the world while  sitting in her little room in an English village.’
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