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thinking PRIMARY LITERACY

EXTENDING LITERACY SKILLS THROUGH FILM





WHALE RIDER, NIKI CARO, 2002
 ‘They heard me.’
Literacy Focus: Stories from other cultures 
Years 3 – 6










Literacy Plan: Stories from other cultures

Thinking Film Primary 








3 weeks

CLIP CONTEXT
Pai is the grand-daughter of the Maori chief, Koro who won’t accept her as an heir as she is female. When things start to go wrong for the tribe, and a whale ends up stranded on the beach, Koro is in despair. Pai calls to the whales for their help.

On-going: The Thinking Film Working Wall: We recommend that space is provided for a ‘Thinking Film’ Working Wall / display where children can add words, images and thoughts. This will help visual learners to consolidate the Literacy themes covered in this unit.

WEEK BY WEEK OUTLINE
Prior Learning: Understand that stories from other cultures can present the world in a different light.

Week 1: ‘Other’ words and images:  look for the unfamiliar words or images in the clip.
Week 2: Movie mood: explore how the film creates the ‘other worldly’ atmosphere.
Week 3: A letter to Pai: relate Pai’s story to children’s own experiences.
NB: The ‘MUST, SHOULD, COULD’ CATEGORIES REFER TO THE DIFFICULTY OF THE ACTIVITY (e.g. MUST = easy; SHOULD = medium; COULD = hard)

	Objectives
	Whole class activities
	Differentiated independent or group activities
	Plenary / focused questions
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Week 1

‘OTHER’ WORDS AND IMAGES

Focus: Look for the unfamiliar words or images in the clip.


	Watch the clip. 

Ask children to think about where the story is set.

Explain that it is set in New Zealand and it is a story about a Maori tribe.

Watch the clip again. This time, ask children to make notes about the unfamiliar images that they see e.g. a girl singing to the sea; wooden sculptures on the beach.

Give children a copy of the Whale Rider synopsis (appendix 9). Ask them to work in pairs underlining the unfamiliar words and finding their meaning on  http://schools-wikipedia.org

 
	MUST: Create a list of at least 3 unfamiliar images from a close reading of the clip. Underline and research the meaning of unfamiliar words from the synopsis. Write down the explanations behind 3 of these words.

SHOULD:  Create a list of at least 5 unfamiliar images from a close reading of the clip. Underline and research the meaning of unfamiliar words from the synopsis. Write down the explanations behind 5 of these words.

COULD: Create a list of at least 7 unfamiliar images from a close reading of the clip. Underline and research the meaning of unfamiliar words from the synopsis. Write down the explanations behind 7 of these words.


	Each pair to share their responses and findings to either an unfamiliar image or word.


	Watch and respond appropriately to a story from another culture.

Research Maori stories and culture using the internet and share findings.




	Objectives
	Whole class activities
	Differentiated independent or group activities
	Plenary / focused questions
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Week 2

MOVIE MOOD

Focus: Explore how the film creates the ‘other worldly’ atmosphere.


	This section focuses on how the film creates the atmosphere of a story set in another culture. 

Play the clip – this time with the screen covered or with children facing away so that they cannot see the images. Listen to the sounds/music. What can they hear? 


What kind of atmosphere do the sounds create? 


Why do you think Niki Caro, the film’s director chose these sounds to go with this part of the story? What if there was no music – how would this affect the mood?

Now watch the clip. Using the Film High Five, explore how Caro uses film language to create a sense of atmosphere.

Explain that children are going to work in groups to create a Whale Rider inspired piece of sound track, plus an image that sums up the clip.
	MUST: Using real or digital instruments, create a 30 second whale song soundtrack inspired by the underwater shots. Draw a picture that summarises the clip.

SHOULD: Using voices plus real or digital instruments, create a 30 second Whale Rider soundtrack inspired by the clip. Draw a picture that summarises the clip.

COULD:  Using voices, sound effects, elements of Maori language, plus real or digital instruments, create a 1 minute Whale Rider soundtrack inspired by the clip. Draw a picture that summarises the clip.
	Share music compositions and pictures.


	Understand how images and sounds help the reader envisage a setting.

Display responses to the story in imaginative formats.




	Objectives
	Whole class activities
	Differentiated independent or group activities
	Plenary / focused questions
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Week 3

A LETTER TO PAI

Focus: Relate Pai’s story to children’s own experiences
	Watch the clip again. Focus on the character of Pai. Together, analyse the synopsis to find out more about her. What type of person is she? What difficulties does she overcome? How does she go about seeking help in the clip? 

Explain that children are going to think about times when they have faced dilemmas or difficulties. When have they had to do something brave, on their own – perhaps despite the disapproval of the adults around them? They are going to write a letter to Pai, explaining how they can relate to her experiences, even though they are from a different culture.


	MUST: Write a letter to Pai in 3 sections: draw a picture of yourself; write about an experience you had that is similar to Pai’s; finish with a few lines to summarise how you feel about her story and how she dealt with the problems she faced.

SHOULD: Write a letter to Pai in 3 paragraphs: introduce yourself; write about an experience you had that is similar to Pai’s; finish with a few lines to summarise how you feel about her story and how she dealt with the problems she faced.

COULD: Write a letter to Pai in 3 paragraphs: introduce yourself and your family; write about an experience you had that is similar to Pai’s; finish with a paragraph that tells Pai what you feel about how she dealt with the problems she faced and what you have learnt from her story.


	Share letters – record the best ones as sound files and share them on the school learning platform / blog. 
	Interpret the meanings behind the story.

Write a letter to expand these meanings.

Understand the issues raised by the clash between old and new cultures.

Understand the meaning and emotions behind a story.

Relate the story to own experiences.


APPENDIX 9 – WHALE RIDER SYNOPSIS
In a small New Zealand coastal village, the Maori people claim descent from Paikea, the Whale Rider. In every generation for more than 1000 years, a male heir born to the Chief succeeds to the title. 

The time is now. The Chief's eldest son, Porourangi, fathers twins - a boy and a girl. But the boy and his mother die in childbirth. The surviving girl is named Pai. 

Grief-stricken, her father leaves her to be raised by her grandparents. Koro, her grandfather who is the Chief, refuses to acknowledge Pai as the inheritor of the tradition and claims she is of no use to him. But her grandmother, Flowers, sees more than a broken line, she sees a child in desperate need of love.

And Koro learns to love the child. When Pai's father, Porourangi, now a feted international artist, returns home after twelve years, Koro hopes everything is resolved and Porourangi will accept destiny and become his successor. 

But Porourangi has no intention of becoming Chief. He has moved away from his people both physically and emotionally. After a bitter argument with Koro he leaves, suggesting to Pai that she come with him. She starts the journey but quickly returns, claiming her grandfather needs her. 

Koro is blinded by prejudice and even Flowers cannot convince him that Pai is the natural heir. The old Chief is convinced that the tribe's misfortunes began at Pai's birth and calls for his people to bring their 12-year-old boys to him for training. He is certain that through a gruelling process of teaching the ancient chants, tribal lore and warrior techniques, the future leader of their tribe will be revealed to him.

Meanwhile, deep within the ocean, a massive herd of whales is responding, drawn towards Pai and their twin destinies. 
When the whales become stranded on the beach, Koro is sure this signals an apocalyptic end to his tribe. Until one person prepares to make the ultimate sacrifice to save the people. The Whale Rider.
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