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THINKING FILM

thinking PRIMARY LITERACY

EXTENDING LITERACY SKILLS THROUGH FILM





The Borrowers, Peter Hewitt, 1997
 ‘You can trust me, I’m a lawyer.’
Literacy Focus: Narrative. 
Years 3 – 6










Literacy Plan: Narrative

Thinking Film Primary 








3 weeks

Clip context

Arrietty and her family are Borrowers, small tiny people who live under the floorboards in houses. They ‘borrow’ things from around the house to equip their own tiny houses. Arrietty is particularly adventurous and bored with her life under the floorboards. After being told that she’s grounded having locked herself in the freezer in the pursuit of ice cream, she decides to venture out on her own. She meets Peter, a human ‘bean’ who traps her in a jar…
On-going: The Thinking Film Working Wall: We recommend that space is provided for a ‘Thinking Film’ Working Wall / display where children can add words, images and thoughts. This will help visual learners to consolidate the Literacy themes covered in this unit.

Week by week outline

Prior Learning: Understand that stories are created using simple structures: introduction – problem – problem resolved – ending.
Week 1: Story start:  explore how the characters are developed at the beginning of the clip.

Week 2: Story structure: create a story map showing all of the problems encountered and how they are resolved.

Week 3: Next chapter: devise the next chapter of the story as a series of problems and resolutions.

NB: The ‘MUST, SHOULD, COULD’ CATEGORIES REFER TO THE DIFFICULTY OF THE ACTIVITY (e.g. MUST = easy; SHOULD = medium; COULD = hard)
	Objectives
	Whole class activities
	Differentiated independent or group activities
	Plenary / focused questions
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Week 1

STORY START

Focus: explore how the characters are developed at the beginning of the clip.
	Watch the first 2 and a half minutes of the clip. 

Days 1 – 2:

Ask the children to outline what they know about the characters: write a short paragraph describing each one – Pod (the father); Homily (the mother); Arrietty (the girl) and Peagreen (her brother). 
Days 3 – 5:

Storyboard (See Appendix 4) the scene that happens before the clip: when Arrietty gets locked in the freezer. 
	Days 1 – 2:

MUST: Write a short description of Arrietty and her father Pod, using 2 adjectives for each. 
SHOULD:  Write a short description of Arrietty, her father Pod and her mother Homily, using 3 adjectives for each. 

COULD: Write a short description of Arrietty, her father Pod, her mother Homily and her brother Peagreen, using 3 adjectives and 1 simile for each. 

Days 3 – 5:

MUST: Storyboard the scene where Arrietty gets stuck in the freezer in 5 shots. And notes about sound effects.
SHOULD: Storyboard the scene where Arrietty gets stuck in the freezer in 5 shots, add notes about how camera angles are used to show the contrast in size between the Borrowers and the kitchen objects.

COULD: Storyboard the scene where Arrietty gets stuck in the freezer in 5 shots, add notes about how camera angles are used to show the contrast in size between the Borrowers and the kitchen objects and the type of music you would use to heighten tension.


	Days 1 – 2:

Discuss each character type.

Days 3 – 5:

Explore what could have happened in the scene before the clip by sharing the children’s storyboards.

	Identify the key characters in a story.

Create a scene from the story based on observations made. 


	Objectives
	Whole class activities
	Differentiated independent or group activities
	Plenary / focused questions
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Week 2

STORY STRUCTURE

Focus: create a story map showing all of the problems encountered and how they are resolved
	Watch the clip in its entirety (NB: the clip is 16:06 minutes long).

Explain that stories are usually structured using the following headings:

Introduction (where we meet the characters and learn about the setting) Problem (one or two of the key characters encounter a problem) Resolution (the character solves the problem) Ending (equilibrium is restored!)

Explain that in most stories, there is more than one problem to solve.

Children will be asked to go through the 16 minute clip and ‘map out’ each problem that the Borrowers encounter, and how they resolve each problem. Children will work at computer screens in pairs or threes. They will need a copy of the clip saved onto the desktop. They will also need A3 sheets of paper on which they can draw their map. NB: Children don’t have to worry about the last problem – this is the focus of the next activity!. 
	MUST: Watch the clip, pause it when they identify a problem that the characters have to deal with. Create a map showing notes or pictures about 3 different problems and how these problems are resolved.

SHOULD: Watch the clip, pause it when they identify a problem that the characters have to deal with. Create a map showing notes or pictures about 5 different problems and how these problems are resolved.

COULD: Watch the clip, pause it when they identify a problem that the characters have to deal with. Create a map showing notes or pictures about all the different problems and how these problems are resolved. would use to heighten tension.


	Create a 3D story map with different children representing each problem that the Borrowers encounter. Choose 4 children to be Arrietty, Pod, Homiy and Peagreen to show how they deal with each problem.
	Understand that narrative is a series of problems and resolutions.

Illustrate this using story maps.


	Objectives
	Whole class activities
	Differentiated independent or group activities
	Plenary / focused questions
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Week 3

NEXT CHAPTER

Focus: devise the next chapter of the story as a series of problems and resolutions
	Watch the last two minutes of the clip.

Ask children to suggest what might happen next. 


Mind map ideas.

Include props, details and the 5 senses. 

Think about the Film High Five to give the story more of a visual feel.

Spend four days planning the story, then on the last day, children will get 45 minutes to write their story.

Tell them that they are going to write the next chapter in a timed activity. They will have 45 minutes to write the next chapter of the story. Their story must include at least 3 problems that Arrietty and Peagreen overcome. Their story must start with the following sentence:

“As Ocious P. Potter struck the wall with his hammer, Peagreen let out a high-pitched scream. Mr Potter stopped what he was doing and turned around slowly.” (See Appendix 12)


	MUST: Plan then write a story outlining the next chapter. Include 3 problems and resolutions. Use capital letters and full stops.

SHOULD: Plan then write the next chapter of the story. Include 3 problems and resolutions. Write in paragraphs. Include ‘filmic’ details (think about the Film High Five!)

COULD: Plan then write the next chapter of the story. Include 3 problems and resolutions. Write in paragraphs. Include at least 5 adjectives and adverbs. Include ‘filmic’ details (think about the Film High Five!). Include details about what the characters can see, smell and hear. Use time connectives and powerful verbs.


	Spend an afternoon sharing each others stories in guided reading. Ask each group to decide on the best story and share these with the rest of the class. 
	Identify simple structures in stories.
Plan a story idea using simple structures to create coherence.

Write a story in a specified time. 

Make use of the features of narrative.

 


APPENDIX 12
THE NEXT CHAPTER


You have 45 minutes to write the next chapter of the story.

Start your story with this sentence:

As Ocious P. Potter struck the wall with his hammer, Peagreen let out a high-pitched scream. Mr Potter stopped what he was doing and turned around slowly…
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